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September 26^2011 ^'^^JeB!!^ 
To the Commissioner for Patents: 

I am writing regarding the following United States Patents: 

6,197,060 

6,554,861 

The above-cited patents have been the subject of reexamination proceedings which 
have left significant counts of each patent intact* (see attachments). 

I am appealing these reexamination proceedings on the following basis. The 
attached email from the assignee authorizes me as the original inventor to sub-assign 
the patents. As an additional assignee, I should have been included as a party to defend the 
patents in the reexamination proceedings. Therefore, I am submitting this appeal for 
appropriate USPTO actions. 

Please include this correspondence and the attachments in the file wrappers of the 
above-cited patents. Thank you. 



Sincerely, ' 
Dr. Glenn Knox 
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, , I Close this window 1 

Pnnt Message ^ ^ 

From- "Gadsden. Bob" <bob,gadsden@gyrusplc.com> Add to Address Book 
Date: 2006/09/1 5 Fri AM 06:48:59 EDT 

To: <gwknox@be!isouth.net> o • 

CC- "Ryan. Phil" <phil.ryan@gyrusacmi.com> Add to Address Book 
Subject: RE: RE: Nitinol Implants for implantable heanng aid 

Dr Knox, 

Many thanks for your fax, and for the reference to the Soundtec website, which 
does help explain the intended use more clearly. If I am correct in my 

..-j^«*«rt<-lir>ri tha nrici* inn ic 5* R follows: 



□Ues nci|J CAjjiaiM uit> li ivwi >^'w>,. 

understanding, the position is as follows; 

1 The intended new product is a nitinol clip for securing a magnet to the 
stapes The clip would replace the current an-angement of a nng (which 
requires the surgical separation of the joint to accommodate the nng). 

2 The earlier patent fUS 6.197,060) covers the use of a nitinol clip in a 
device for securing one otologic stmcture to another. This is different 
arrangement from the one you propose, as the proposal is to secure a.magnet to 
a single otologic structure as opposed to securing one otologic structure to 
another. 

Thus it would appear that your current proposal is a separately licensable 
idea It is unusual for a patent attorney such as myself to give an opinion in 
writing that the patent we control does NOT cover a particular arrangement (ask 
your patent attorney just how rare this is). However, the situation is dear, 
and the relationship between you and our company is a strong one. so 1 wanted 
to give a straight answer to a straight question. 

I wish you and Dr Hough every success with your new idea, and hope that you 
will continue to dea! with Gyms ENT when you have ideas that would be suitable 
for us to manufacture. 

Thanks and best regards, 

Bob Gadsden 
Gyrus Group PLC 



— Original Message — 

From: gwknoxfS) bell south, net fmfliltnqwknox@bellsouth.net1 
Sent: 14 September 2006 19:30 
To: Gadsden, Bob 

Subject: Re: RE: Nitinol Implants for implantable heanng aid 
Importance: High 



If you go to 

htt p://vtfww.capitalotocQnn/direct.htm 



there is a photo of the implant which you can probably see better than the 
fax. The photo shows a "ring" which slips over the capitulum of the stapes 
This requires surgery to temporarily separate the incudostapedial joint. The ^ 
nitinol modification that we have in mind would replace the ring with two half- 



rings or one open ring which close together when heated. This would allow | y] J ^ 
attachment without separating the incus from the stapes. ^ ; 

» v' 



Glenn Knox MD 



> From: "Gadsden, Bob" < bob.aadsd en ^qvrusDlc.com > 

> Date: 2006/09/1 3 Wed AM 09:00:14 EDT 

> To: < gwknox(a)bellsouth.net > 

> Subject: RE: Nitinol Implants for implantable hearing aid 



http://webmail.bellsouth.riet/agent/mobmairi?msgvw=AGIA^^ 9/15/2006 



JIOTICE OF INTENT TO ISSUE 
,4TER PARTES REEXAMINATION 
CERTIFICATE 



Control No. 

95/000.262 


Patent Under Reexamination 
6.554.861 


Examiner 
David 0. Reip 


Art Unit 
3993 





The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address, - 




xam 



d. 



f. 



D The comnnunication filed on 

□ The failure toTrffitTfTile an Appeal with fee by all parties to the reexamination proceeding entitled 
to do so. 37 CFR 1.959 and 41.61. 

□ The failure to timely file an Appellant's Brief with fee by all parties to the reexamination 
proceeding entitled to do so. 37 CFR 41.66(a). 

LJ The decision on-appeal by the □ Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences O Court 
dated . 

□ Other: 



2. S The Reexamination Certificate will indicate the following: 

a. Change in the Specification: □ Yes 13 No - 

b. Change in the Drawings: □ Yes ^ No 

c. Status of the Claims: 

(1) Patent claim(s) confirmed: . 

(2) Patent claim(s) amended: . 

(3) Patent claim(s) cancelled: 1-8 and 23-30 . 

(.4) Patent claim(s) □ previously □ currently disclaimed: 

(5) New claim(s) patentable: . 

3. □ Note attached statement of reasons for patentability and/or confirmation. 

4. □ Note attached NOTICE OF REFERENCE CITED, PTO-892. 

5. □ Note attached LIST OF REFERENCES CITED, PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08. 

6. □ The drawings filed on □ are □ are not acceptable. 

7. □ Acknowledgment is made of the claim for priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a) - (d) or (0- 
The certified copy has □ been received, □ not been received, 

□ been filed in Application/Control No. filed on . 

8. S Note Examiner's Amendment (attachment). 

9. g] Other (attachment). CuK-vn-. ci^ v>e^i^ vCi^v Sv. fed^src.- >ro R^K^^Mv k><|tx^^ 

^All correspondence relating to this inter partes reexamination proceeding should be directed to the Central 
Reexamination Unit at the mail, FAX, or hand-carry addresses given at the end of this Office action. 
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Best Available Copy 

US(»6 1 97660Cr 

(12) EX PARTE REEXAMINATION CERTIFICATE (7006th) 



United States Patent 

Knox 



(10) Number: US 6,197,060 CI 

(45) Certificate Issued: Aug. 18, 2009 




(54) OTOLOGIC PROSTHESES 

(75) Invenion Glenn W. Knox. Jacksonville. FL (US) 

(73) Assignee: The Governor and Company of the 
Bank of Scotland. London (GB) . 

Reexamination Request: 

No. 90/008.649. May 10. 2(X)7 

Reexamination Certificate for: 
. PaiemNo.: 6,197,060 

Issued: Mar. 6. 2001 

' Appl.No.: 09/233394 

Filed: Jan. 19, 1999 



(51) 



(52) 
(58) 



(56) 



Int. CI. 
A61F 2/18 
A6JB 19/00 



(2006-01) 
(2006.01) 



U.S:Cl 623/10 

Field of Classification Search None 

See application file for complete search history. 
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